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patience, to put the girl and her father to death, and
confiscate their property.* When this punishment of
me and mine was determined on, the magistrate
received orders [to put it in execution]; he came and
surrounded my house [with guards] on all sides, and
sounded a trumpet at the gate, and was about to
enter in order to execute the king's orders. From
some hidden quarter, such showers of stones and
bricks were poured on them that the whole baud could
not stand against it, and covering their faces, they
were dispersed hither and thither; and these dreadful
sounds issued, which even the king himself heard in
his palace; * What misfortune impels thee! what
demon possesses thee! if thou deairest thy welfare,
molest not that fair one, or else the fate that thy son
met with by marrying her, thou shalt experience the
like doom by being her foe; if thou now molestcst
her, thou wilt rue its consequences/

" The king fell into a fever through fear, and in-
stantly ordered, that * No one should, molest
evil-fated persons; to say nothing to them, to hear
nothing from them, but to let them remain in their
house, and that no one should injure or
them/ From that day, the magicians, conceiving
this mysterious event to be witchcraft, have used all
their exorcising arts and spells to destroy its effects;
and all the inhabitants of this city read [prayers] from
the glorious JKurtdn, and pronounced the great name
of God. It is a long while since this awful scene
took place, but to this day the mysterious secret lias
not been developed, nor do 1 know anything about
it; I once asked the girl what she had seen with her